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Parks and Recreation Plan (PRP) 

Byram Township has successfully won approval for funding for a Parks and Recreation Plan 
(PRP), which will guide the responsible management of the town’s shared assets. The Highlands 
Council approved the committee’s request for $80,000 to complete the PRP, which will include 
an updated Open Space and Recreation Plan, a Trails Master Plan, an Eco-Tourism based 
Economic Development Plan, and a Stewardship and Asset Management Plan. The plan will 
conform with Highlands Regional Master Plan requirements and will advance the 2016 Byram 
Township Economic Development Plan. Byram Township hired the environmental consulting 
and energy asset management firm, Greener by Design (GbD), to aid with research, stakeholder 
engagement, mapping, and report writing. In order to gain an understanding of the community’s 
needs, GbD will hold several stakeholder meetings with residents, employees, and visitors of the 
town. GbD will also distribute an online survey, which will gauge interest, concerns, and 
opportunities for the PRP.  

The first and most timely aspect of the PRP is updating the Open Space and Recreation Plan, 
which must be updated to be compliant with funding opportunities for the NJ Green Acres 
program and the Department of Transportation. This plan will update mapping, inventory the 
township’s public assets, and evaluate current management and governance. The Open Space 
and Recreation Plan will also include a budgeting tool that incorporates project costs, potential 
funding sources, and best practices. 

Similarly, the Trails Master Plan will create an integrated trails system for the Township, with 
the goal of improving trail conditions and attracting visitors. The master plan will evaluate 
existing trail conditions, parcel acquisition and open space inventory, publicize and market the 
trails, update mapping, and develop a budgeting tool. The Trails Master Plan will feed into the 
Eco-Tourism based Economic Development Plan, which will establish a sustainable economic 
development strategy that is consistent with all other municipal goals. The Eco-Tourism plan 
will promote sustainable economic development, devise a strategy to promote the township as a 
destination for hiking, biking, hunting, fishing, and kayaking; and develop branding and 
marketing materials for the township’s natural assets.  

The Stewardship and Asset Management Plan will update the township’s Stewardship and 
Maintenance Plan for open space holdings. The plan will account for new acquisitions and new 
conditions or threats to town lands, as well as create a budgeting tool to assist with actions 
recommended under the plan. Further, the Stewardship and Asset Management Plan will 
evaluate the town’s current management structure for open space assets, resulting in 
recommendations for oversight and usage. Finally, the plan will update existing baseline 
conditions. This includes an evaluation of holdings identified in the Open Space and Recreation 
Plan and an evaluation of completed stewardship activities, threats, and next actions.  

This project commenced in January 2019 and is anticipated to conclude in April 2020. The first 
stakeholder meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 12th at the Byram Municipal Building. 
Questions, comments, and concerns can be sent to gtarino@gbdtoday.com. Thank you. 
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